BUILDING DRIVE/ FOCUS & GRIP

WITH BERNHARD FLINK

THE GOALS OF THIS PRESENTATION is to show that:.

!. Training can be fun for dogs and handlers.

2. Training in Drive gives the dog satisfaction enabling him to learn more quickly than with compulsion training.

3. The dog must learn to be comfortable when the handler is close to him ( won’t steal his toy away from him).

4. Learn to keep a firm grip on toys

5. The dog must learn to hold his toy calmly and play fight for it.

6. The dog must learn to FOCUS and CONCENTRATE when  IN  DRIVE.

7. The dog must learn that SIT, HEEL & DOWN,  are drive commands.

8. The OUT/LEAVE command should not create stress or conflict.

SKILLS REQUIRED:-

1. To select the correct prey item.

2. To build drive with prey item

3. To teach the SIT out of drive.

4. To focus out of drive.

5. To drop the prey item.

6. To build a firm grip of toy.

7. To build trust with the dog in your arms.

8. To release or OUT the toy.

BUILDING DRIVE

1. The toy must be moved in quick movements like a mouse or rabbit . Jerk the toy away just as the dog is about to bite the toy.. The dog feels frustration, which in turn builds drive.

2. Common errors handlers make are :

a) using too long a string causing too much movement in the toy so that the dog cannot target the toy to grip it.so shorten it or use a thicker cord

b) no string – the dog is likely to bite your hand.

c) Too much obedience training flattens drive – use more play.

d) Hitting the dog with the toy to get his attention

e) Holding the dog’s lead too tight

f) Moving the body too much so that the dog grabs the handler and not the toy

g) If the dog is distracted by the surroundings move away to a quieter area till the drive is stronger

h) If the handler is scared of being nipped and keeps pulling the toy away without the dog winning the toy

i) Some handlers do not praise their dogs when chasing or driving for the toy

PLAY BUILDS TRUST IN A HANDLER.

DRIVE IS A TRAINING TOOL which is used to develop focus and self control. Self control in drive is required for good obedience.

FOCUS

2 or 3  Drive sessions are necessary daily in order to build it sufficiently If there is not enough drive you cannot expect the dog to focus. Allow the dog to win the toy when he is at the peak of it’s prey drive. Allow the dog to run giving calm praise. Draw the dog into your arms and again give calm praise, stoking down the length of the body. Give gentle pulls on the string of the ball whilst the dog  is running in a circle to build drive and develop a firmer grip. 

The dog must be able to keep focus when the toy is out of sight. Can hang the toy on a peg around the neck inside your jacket or tuck it under your armpit and drop it when the dog is looking up. The length of time keeping the dog in focus is done gradually. A dog is not ready for any competition work until he can maintain focus for 10 minutes at a time. This concentration training takes practice

Self control when in drive is necessary for good obedience. Can the dog hold the SIT with the ball being swung from side to side above his head or drawn up or down slowly without grabbing at it.

No forward heelwork is done till the dog can maintain focus with distractions such as people touching your dog making noises moving balls around etc.

STEPS TO GOOD HEELWORK

1. Play with the dog to get him in DRIVE

2. Get the dog to SIT in front and focus without jumping up to grab at the toy.

3. Pivot to the dog’s side.

4. Move the ball to the left shoulder.

5. Take up the slack in the string.

6. Take ONE step and drop the ball IF the dog is looking up in focus.

7. Gradually increase the number of steps taken so that the dog is receiving random rewards (3/5/10/2 steps then reward) NB Do not take this stage too quickly!!

Hold the lead loosely in the left hand and dragging on the ground. By holding the lead you can correct with a pop to stop any forging ahead or jumping up.

ONCE ALL THE ABOVE STEPS ARE ACHIEVED WITH THE BALL BEING SEMI VISIBLE IN THE HAND THEN YOU GO BACK TO A COUPLE OF STEPS WITH THE BALL BEHIND THE BACK OR SOMEWHERE OUT OF SIGHT BUT EASILY OBTAINABLE FOR REWARDING. 

NB ALWAYS REWARD FROM THE LEFT SHOULDER POSITION.

NOTE: NO HALTS ARE DONE AT THIS STAGE ONLY GETTING THE DOG TO HEEL IN DRIVE WITH FOCUS!!!!

There is plenty of reading and interesting articles on:-

www.leerburg.com
www.schutzhund-training.net
