TRACKING – SUSAN BARWIG

THE PRIMARY GOAL IS FOOTSTEP TRACKING

GOAL 1
Teach the dog to track straight lines.- usually puppies of 10-12 weeks of age.

The 4 concepts to be taught are 

1 Searching on command

Can start inside the house. Hold the pup and toss a handfull of treats on the ground over an area of 500x500mm. Release the pup commanding “Seek”. Repeat about 3 times each session.

Next move our into the garden of short but dense grass.

Point to the area and “Seek” Encourage the dog to pick up every piece of food praising iit calmly.

2 Taking a full scent at the start.

The dog must learn to search the scent pad thoroughly in order to do a good track.

Let the pup/dog watch the scent pad being made about a 1m square.with 5-6 pieces of food on it. Place a stake to the left. Repeat this 3-4 times each session. 

Next change the pad to a triangular shape with only 3 pieces of food at each apex

3 Taking scent in each and every footstep

Tracks to be laid on flat shortish grass in good weather only for starters.

Lay a triangular scent pad with food in each corner, Step out from the apex and in small steps make about 10-12 paces leaving a piece of food in the middle of each footstep.and a handful of treat in the end step. Jump away from the end.

Immediately place the dog on track. Point to direct the pup onto the scentpad. Keep him on a short lead and stop him from rushing down the track. Bend over and run your finger along in front of his nose to work the track without ever lifting his head to the end. Go at a slow and steady pace. Praise enthusiastically at the end.

Get a helper to hold the pup and immediately start laying another track with the pup watching. Do three tracks and then play with pup.

Try to do this 4-5 times per week. After about 2 weeks the tracks can be lengthened. Taking steps with bigger gaps now  - natural walking paces.- still baiting every footstep.

Once the dog is doing a solid 20m track with intense concentration can the amount of food now be decreased. 

The dog now has to learn to follow the track scent in the gaps. Gradually omit the food more and more often. Keep the food RANDOM. 

Over a period of several weeks the length of the tracks and the length of gaps of food are increased, .till  the track is about 75 paces long  with only 2 or 3 baits.

Still do three tracks per session but the other two must be short ones. Vary the order in which these are done.

NB If the dog shows no/ little interest in tracking one day take it away and don’t feed it till it does it’s next track the following doay when extra food can be given as a reward on track..

At this stage NO corrections – encourage and help all the way.( Prevent him from moving off the track)

4 Correcting the dog back to the track
By the time 75m tracks are being done intensely the pup would now be about 6-7 month old  Light corrections could now be introduced. Now give more leash and walk upright. Whenever he deviates off a footstep tell it “Phooi” and pop the line gently. Point back to the footsteps. Praise calmly when back on track.

GOAL 2 The dog will follow the track precisely through turns, without casting or circling.

The dog has now learnt that tracks go straight and the handler now has to let the dog learn the skill of problem solving on its own without allowing it to practice faulty tracking. Barwig teaches corners as a “loss of track”. The dog must stop when there is a loss of steps in front head check and move directly left or right.


The dog must realise within or two that that it has lost the footsteps.


It must signal clearly and unambiguously that it has lost track


The handler must learn to recognise this loss and encourage and praise the dog to check f
or the new direction.

If the dog does not indicate the turn the handler has to signal to the dog that the track is tirning.

Do not start this stage untill the dog is absolutely accurate and confident

1. To meet this goal

2. Bait all the way through the turn.

IN teaching turns the dog must be taught not to circle or cast.

Lay 3 short tracks of about 75m . Two to turn in one direction and the third one in the opposite direction.. The handler baits every footstep around the corners , starting two metres before the turn and stopping 2m after the turn. Place a handful at the end of each track.  After the 3rd track is completed play ball.

Place the dog on track on a short leash. . Allow the dog to move slaowly and carefully. Get right up close to the sid eo fht eod gas he takes the turn. If the dog tries to overrun the corner restrain the dog and point to the new direction of the track.

The next day reverse the direction of the tracks.

NB Always be ready to help the dog before the dog gets into difficulty.

As the dog gains confidence start increasing the length of the legs so that the dog never knows how soon the corner will come. (3m or 30m). Occasionally throw in a long straight track of 150 – 200m long.

3.  Bait after the turn. 

Now the dog has to find the second leg without the food baits. Food is only placed 6 or 7 paces after the turn. You can double lay the corner by turning around and step into your footsteps till 2 metres before the turn and then bait at 6/7 paces.after turn.( Corner is now triple layed)

As the dog approaches the corner the handler moves up close to the dog nd must allow the dog to work it out for himself but not allow any wrong moves. The instant the new leg of the track is picked up praise the dog.as he eats the food drops.

4. Repeat the turn.

After several weeks the dog should be taking turns left and right. The is not dong this independantly yet, because of the handler moving closer each time and intervening to prevent any errors. There is NO loss of track indication. 

We now allow the dog to loose the track.

Lay 3 short tracks with food only 6 paces after each corner. As the dog approaches the corner the handler must give NO indication to the dog.

1. One of three things will happen:

2. The dog will make the turn cleanly as if on rails.

3. The dog will stop within a foot or two after overrunning the turn, indicate the loss of the track and headcheck to find the new leg.

4. It will overrun the turn by more than 2 –3 feet with No indication It may try continuing stright on or start casting wildly.

The dog must never “lie” – he must indicate the loss of footsteps and stop before wandering any further off track.

If the dog took the corner cleanly, praise and play with the dog and end the session.

If the dog indicates the loss of track and and checks for the new leg – praise the indication and encourage calmy for it to find the next leg. The dog should take the next two tracks more cleanly.

If the dog overshoots and continues correct the dog by saying” Phooi” call him. Back up down the track for a few feet as you callhim and restart the track a few metres before the turn. Repeat if it happens again.

Do not allow him to proceed past the turn now and wait for him to find the new leg. Several attempts may be required. Till he negotiates the turn correctly.  Praise any indication of the loss of the track and pet it when it finds the turn.

 After a few weeks it should be making the turns cleanly..

NOW start laying only one track per day with 2 or 3 turns.

The handler must not help the dog in any way. Vary the lengths of the legs and the whole track.

GOAL 3

The dog will indicate the articles on the track by lying down upon them.

1. Lying down upon the article.

As compulsion is used, the articles are introduced in the backyard.as an obedience exercise.

Down the dog and leave him. Take a few paces out in front of him and scatter several leather articles that have been well scented.

Take the dog on leash to the article pointing at it getting the dog to smell it and command the dog to DOWN . The handler then kneels down shows the article to the dog picking it up and praising the dog . At the same time reward the dog with food.. Repeat this over several weeks. His goal is to associate finding the article with praise and food. Do NOT place food inside or under the article as this may make the dog mouth the article. Or he might only indicate baited articles.

Once the dog knows to DOWN at the article,  pressurise him by slapping his bum,  to down him more quickly. Spend at least 30 seconds to a minute praising and feeding the dog at each article. Practice standing up and holding the article in the air with the dog maintaining the Down position..

2 Indicating the articles on track

Only when the dog is solid on downing at articles are they then placed on track.  Lay a long straight track with 3 articles on short ground cover The track ends 15-20 paces after the last article. with a handful of food. 

When the dog downs spend time praising , petting and feeding. Now the dog works to find the articles and the food drop at the end.

2. Restarting the dog after an article. 

It is vital that the dog puts his nose to the ground and moves carefully from footstep to footstep. He must be calm and the nose goes down immediately. You may place some food down on track 20 paces or so after the article.

Only once the dog is indicating (downing) and restarting really well are corners introduced again.

GOAL 4

The dog will learn to work its way confidently through difficulties encountered on track.

We have to teach the dog to cope with the unexpected.  Changes in terrain, vegetation, roads, ditches, cross tracks, and refinding the track if has lost it.  Care must be taken to increase the dog’s ability and confidence at the same time. Proofing by calmly solving problems.

1 Negotiating changes in terrain.

Where there are changes in terrain lay relatively short tracks across them with food rewards 10-20 paces after each change or difficulty. At first the handler can help by getting up close and pointing out the track if uncertain. Later stay a few feet behind the dog and urge him through the change. 

2 Crossing over an obstacle and then relocating the track

Obstacles such as dirt roads, ditches or sharp inclines , or a fallen tree have to be shown to a dog. . Lay the track across the obstacle leaving distinct footsteps all the way up to it, heavily scenting the road itself and even lay bait right in the middle of it. A few feet the other side if it lay an article.


The first few times help the dog across and make sure he finds the article easily. Once he seem to have grasped this, let the dog try to work it out for him self even if he casts on the other side of the obstacle till it find the track and down on the article.

3 Recovering the track after losing it.

We begin teaching this by laying a heavily baited straight track.. Somewhere along you take a giant step to the left or right and then continue as per norm. Baiting each footstep as you go. The dog will indicate loss of track, cast and easily find the baited leg. The handler must move up close to the dog to limit the amount of casting.

Once the dog has learnt to search efficiently reduce the amount of baiting on track. Always know exactly where these legs stop and start. Only do these step overs on your own tracks.

4.
Tracking surely despite adverse weather or ground conditions

Proofing for bad weather means going out in all types of weather to tack  as well as on sandy soil rough hard graound, or newly mowed grass. Help the dog at first.

5. Ignoring cross tracks

Again lay a straight track. Have different types of cross tracks eg bicycle, a person on foot, a car cross over the track. The cross tracks must differ in age from the track layers track. A few metres past each cross track leave a food  reward or article. The dog should acknowledge the cross tracks but if he commits to it gently stop him and redirect him onto the correct one. After several practices a simple Phooi should suffice or light slap on the back 
